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Response to President Obama’s Inaugural Address

Statement of Gerald N. Tirozzi, Executive Director of the

National Association of Secondary School Principals
Reston, Virginia – Millions of Americans witnessed yesterday the historic swearing-in ceremony of our nation’s 44th president, Barack Obama—some in person, braving the crowds and harsh weather, others in other public venues, at home, at work, and in their schools. People of all ages, races, backgrounds, and means were united by a common hope and optimism that the president’s campaign pledge for change would come to fruition.

In his inaugural address, President Obama did not sugarcoat the current state of our economic crisis or the challenges of strengthening our national security. People have lost their jobs and their homes to foreclosure, the number of individuals without health insurance is rising, and, in his words, “our schools fail too many.”  Regardless of our political leanings, it is difficult to ignore the fact that only two-thirds of our students graduate from high school and that only one-half of our minority and low income students reach that benchmark.  This is not an indictment of educators, but a brutal fact that we must resolve to improve with equitable policies not only in education but in all segments of business and society.

The task ahead is great, but not impossible. To strengthen the economy will certainly require that we rebuild the country’s infrastructure and make investments in science and technology, but as President Obama emphasized, it will also require that “we…transform our schools and colleges and universities to meet the demands of a new age”  and that parents become fully engaged partners in the education of their children.  Indeed, the task before us is one that will require a true spirit of collaboration and partnership among local, community, state, and federal school leaders.

On behalf of the nation’s middle level and high school leaders and student leaders, the National Association of Secondary School Principals welcomes the call to transform our schools. The challenges of doing so are not new to school leaders, but we are renewed by President Obama’s pledge of support. We stand ready to work with the Obama administration and Congress to modernize our schools, perfect the skills of our teachers and school leaders, and ensure that every student graduates from high school prepared to meet their future in a global society.

About NASSP
In existence since 1916, the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) is the preeminent organization of and national voice for middle level and high school principals, assistant principals, and aspiring school leaders from across the United States and more than 45 countries around the world. NASSP’s mission is to promote excellence in school leadership. The National Honor Society ®, National Junior Honor Society ®, National Elementary Honor Society ®, and National Association of Student Councils ® are all NASSP programs. For more information about NASSP, located in Reston, Virginia, visit www.principals.org or call 703-860-0200.
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