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NASSP Applauds Economic Recovery Bill and Endorses 
Allocations in School Funding
Reston, Virginia (February 17, 2009) – The National Association of Secondary School Principals’ (NASSP) Executive Director Gerald N. Tirozzi issued the following statement on the enactment of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (H.R. 1).

“At a time when our nation is suffering through the worst economic recession since the Great Depression, we at NASSP are extremely pleased that Congress and President Barack Obama have worked together to enact the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (H.R. 1), which responds to the nation’s vital educational and economic needs.
“By investing over $101 billion in education over two years, this legislation will spur the economy in the short term by staving off job cuts and potentially creating thousands of new jobs through school infrastructure projects, while also laying the groundwork for long-term job growth and economic prosperity.

“Fortunately, this legislation recognizes the importance of secondary education to the economy by encouraging states to use 40% of their School Improvement allocation for middle level and high schools. NASSP applauds this provision because middle level and high schools only receive approximately 10% and 5% of Title I funding, respectively. This new funding is vital to ensure that secondary schools have the resources they need to ensure that every student graduates with the skills necessary for success in postsecondary education and the workforce.
“By investing $13 billion for Title I, this legislation will help close the achievement gap by targeting funds to the neediest students. Schools are the training grounds for the next generation of American workers, yet according to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, at least 19 states have already slashed funding for K-12 education. Without adequate funding, schools can be hard-pressed to deliver high quality education, which may impact students’ preparedness to take on the high-paying jobs of the 21st century that will help keep America globally competitive.
 “This legislation also recognizes the challenges states face in educating special needs students in the current economic downturn by providing $11.3 billion for Part B State Grants under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. This additional funding will bring the federal government’s share of educating special needs students up to its highest level ever. 
“While we had hoped for more targeted funding for school repair and modernization, we are grateful for the $24.8 billion for Qualified School Construction Bonds, as well as the school modernization funding allowed under the State Stabilization Fund. Together these will help provide students across the country with an environment more conducive to learning.

“On behalf of the nations’ school leaders, NASSP thanks Congress and the Administration for responding to the nation’s educational and economic needs through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. We stand ready to work with them as they undertake this historic effort to return America to long-term prosperity by investing in education as one of the important avenues to achieving this desired outcome.”
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Sincerely,

Gerald N. Tirozzi, Ph.D.

Executive Director

# # #

Editor’s Note – Please contact NASSP’s Executive Office at 703-860-7205 directly to schedule an interview or request quotes.  
About NASSP
In existence since 1916, the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) is the preeminent organization of and national voice for middle level and high school principals, assistant principals, and aspiring school leaders from across the United States and more than 45 countries around the world. NASSP’s mission is to promote excellence in school leadership. The National Honor Society ®, National Junior Honor Society ®, National Elementary Honor Society ®, and National Association of Student Councils ® are all NASSP programs. For more information about NASSP, located in Reston, Virginia, visit www.principals.org or call 703-860-0200.

