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NASSP Commends President Obama for Recognizing the 
Critical Link between Education and Economic Strength

Reston, Virginia (February 25, 2009) –  National Association of Secondary School Principals’ (NASSP) Executive Director Gerald N. Tirozzi issued the following statement in reaction to President Barack Obama’s Address to the Nation.
“In his first address to Congress, President Obama cited education as one of the three areas that are critical to the nation’s economic recovery and long-term prosperity. In particular, the President shined a spotlight on the need to improve high school graduation rates at a time when three-quarters of the fastest growing jobs will require some form of postsecondary education.  

The U.S. has one of the highest high school dropout rates of any industrialized nation, and President Obama declared that dropping out of high school should no longer be an option for any student. He also indicated that the dropout problem should be the responsibility of all, including students, parents, and educators when he said, ‘It’s not just quitting on yourself, it’s quitting on your country.’ 

The President added that when the high school dropout rate is combined with the low rates of participation in postsecondary education by U.S. students, ‘This is a prescription for economic decline, because we know the countries that out-teach us today will out-compete us tomorrow.’ 

There can be no doubt that schools are the training grounds for the next generation of America’s workforce, and as a result, the nation’s economic fate rises and falls with the quality of education they receive. We at NASSP agree that every student should have access to a complete and competitive education that helps them to be successful in college, the workforce, and beyond.

In his address, President Obama voiced support for several potential avenues for reforming education, including innovation programs, pathways for teacher advancement, performance-based rewards for educators, and the expansion of charter schools. 

Principals and assistant principals support the use of innovative approaches to education as well as efforts by all educators to improve their instructional skills. Recently, NASSP has been working with the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards to develop an advanced certification for educational leaders that will recognize and reward exemplary principals and other school leaders.

The need for education reform and making investments in education to secure our long-term economic recovery and prosperity is clear. However while we are tending to these critical needs, it is important to recognize the extraordinary accomplishments that many schools are already making to close the achievement gap and provide a quality education for every student. 
President Obama pledged that by 2020, the United States will have the highest proportion of college graduates in the world. The road to this laudatory goal begins long before college, in the nation’s middle level and high schools. By making an unprecedented investment of $100 billion in education, Congress has already demonstrated its commitment to this goal. On behalf of the nation’s school leaders, NASSP stands ready to work with our elected officials as they work to improve education and return the nation to long-term economic prosperity.”
About NASSP
In existence since 1916, the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) is the preeminent organization of and national voice for middle level and high school principals, assistant principals, and aspiring school leaders from across the United States and more than 45 countries around the world. NASSP’s mission is to promote excellence in school leadership. The National Honor Society ®, National Junior Honor Society ®, National Elementary Honor Society ®, and National Association of Student Councils ® are all NASSP programs. For more information about NASSP, located in Reston, Virginia, visit www.principals.org or call 703-860-0200.
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Editor’s Note – Please contact NASSP’s Executive Office at 703-860-7205 directly to schedule an interview or request quotes.  

