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Most Students Graduate High School Unprepared for Success
NASSP Challenges Current Graduation Requirements
Reston, Virginia – (March 23, 2009) – Every year, close to 80% of U.S. high school graduates are not prepared to be successful in either the workplace or to pursue their postsecondary education dreams.  The National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) believes that all students should graduate from high school with the necessary skills to help them succeed in college and in the workforce.  
Although there is no agreement on national academic standards (which NASSP supports), many states are already taking the initiative to improve content standards and assessments and raise graduation requirements for all students. NASSP challenges policymakers across the country to also get onboard - align graduation requirements with the expectations of colleges and employers and ensure that all students have the supports they need to not only meet those high standards but also have the opportunity to continue their studies and/or enter the workforce after they graduate from high school.

NASSP feels strongly that the U.S. should prepare its students to become effective and active citizens of the world.  NASSP’s Board of Directors recently approved its position on the subject of postsecondary success with a detailed list of guidelines and resources for school leaders across the country.  Read or download the entire position statement, “Preparing All Students for Postsecondary Success” here. 
[Direct Link: www.principals.org/s_nassp/sec.asp?CID=33&DID=58616]
About NASSP
In existence since 1916, the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) is the preeminent organization of and national voice for middle level and high school principals, assistant principals, and aspiring school leaders from across the United States and more than 45 countries around the world. NASSP’s mission is to promote excellence in school leadership. The National Honor Society ®, National Junior Honor Society ®, National Elementary Honor Society ®, and National Association of Student Councils ® are all NASSP programs. 
For more information about NASSP, located in Reston, Virginia, visit www.principals.org or call 703-860-0200.
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