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International Comparisons Can Help Improve U.S. Students’ Performance

Reston, Virginia – (March 30, 2009) – Recent tests have shown a decline in the performance and ranking of U.S. students relative to their overseas peers. These results have led to a fierce debate within the U.S. about the purpose, fairness, and significance of international comparisons. 
The National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) agrees that international comparisons, conducted fairly and objectively, can give U.S students an accurate measurement of their performance in a global society and can facilitate school improvement efforts.  
Other supporters of international comparisons, including many business groups and policy centers, argue that international tests provide accurate, objective data about the performance of U.S. students and offer valuable insights into the quality of U.S. public schools.

Critics of international comparisons, including many practitioners and a number of researchers, argue that it is impossible to accurately compare U.S. students performance against that of their international peers because the students selected by their respective countries vary widely in their demographic makeup (not all countries include language learners and students with disabilities in their samples) and lifestyle (holding a job, for instance, affects test performance).
NASSP’s Board of Directors recently issued a position statement on the subject with a detailed list of guidelines and resources for school leaders and policymakers across the country.  Read or download “Meaningful International Comparisons” here. 
[Direct Link: www.principals.org/s_nassp/sec.asp?CID=33&DID=58617 ]
About NASSP
In existence since 1916, the National Association of Secondary School Principals (NASSP) is the preeminent organization of and national voice for middle level and high school principals, assistant principals, and aspiring school leaders from across the United States and more than 45 countries around the world. NASSP’s mission is to promote excellence in school leadership. The National Honor Society ®, National Junior Honor Society ®, National Elementary Honor Society ®, and National Association of Student Councils ® are all NASSP programs. 
For more information about NASSP, located in Reston, Virginia, visit www.principals.org or call 703-860-0200.
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