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September 12, 2007

The Honorable Raúl Grijalva

1440 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Grijalva:

On behalf of students in grades 5 through 8 who are currently struggling to achieve in underperforming middle grades schools across the country, we are writing to thank you for introducing H.R. 3406, the Success in the Middle Act.  The undersigned organizations strongly support this important legislation that will provide grants to states to help ensure that all students exit the middle grades prepared for success in a high school with an academically rigorous curriculum that prepares students for post secondary education and the workplace. We are also pleased that the bill would help states and districts provide leadership, intensive intervention, and technical assistance to improve low-performing schools that contain middle grades.

Every day 15 million young adolescents enter school searching for what we know will help them excel in school: challenging and engaging instruction, teachers and principals who are invested in their success and know how to provide supportive learning environments; and intensive interventions to help them meet the high expectations we have for them and they have for themselves. 

H.R. 3406 is an important step in upgrading and modernizing our nation’s middle schools, so that millions of young people will be able to graduate from high school ready for college or today’s work-place.  Research associates the middle years with declines in motivation, self-perception, and academic achievement. In fact, we know that sixth graders who do not attend school regularly, exhibit poor behavior, or fail math or English are very likely to drop out before graduation from high school. (Balfanz and Herzog, 2006). 
If these “early warning signs” go unheeded, students often become discouraged and begin to think of themselves as dropouts long before they actually leave school. By eighth grade, many students have decided whether they will drop out or graduate from high school, whether they will take algebra and other “gatekeeper” courses that predict success in college and whether they will engage in risky behaviors such as drug use and unprotected sex. (Jackson, Davis 2000)

Your bill provides targeted resources and interventions to remedy this crisis in the middle grades by:

· Authorizing $1billion a year for formula grants to states to provide grants to local school districts to improve low performing schools that contain middle grades.
· Requiring States receiving grants to implement a plan to improve student achievement. The plan should describe what students are required to know and do to successfully complete the middle grades and make the transition to succeed in an academically rigorous high school that prepares students for postsecondary education and the workplace.  This would include the development of early warning data systems to identify those students most at-risk of dropping out and intervening to help them succeed.
· Requiring States and districts to invest in proven strategies such as:
· providing professional development to school leaders, teachers and other school personnel in addressing the needs of diverse learners and in using challenging and relevant research-based best practices and curriculum;
· developing and implementing comprehensive, school-wide improvement efforts in our nation’s lowest performing schools; and 
· implementing student supports such as extended learning time, personal graduation plans and coaching, that enable all students to stay on the path to graduation.

· Authorizing an additional $100 million to facilitate the generation, dissemination, and application of research needed to identify and implement effective practices that lead to continual student learning and high academic achievement at the middle level.

Again, we thank you for your leadership and for recognizing how critical the middle grades are to student success in high school, postsecondary education and the workforce.
Sincerely,

Middle Grades Coalition on NCLB Original Members:
ACT

Academy for Educational Development

Alliance for Excellent Education

The College Board

International Reading Association

National Association of Secondary School Principals

National Council of Teachers of English

National Forum to Accelerate Middle Grades Reform

National Middle School Association

Other Supporting National Organizations:
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education

American School Counselor Association

Center for Collaborative Education/Turning Points

Education Development Center, Inc. (EDC)

International Center for Leadership in Education

Knowledge Alliance (formerly NEKIA)

Learning Disabilities Association of America

National Association of Professors of Middle Level Education

National Association of School Psychologists

National Association of State Directors of Special Education

National Staff Development Council

Project GRAD, USA

Success for All 




Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages, Inc

State Organization Support:
(Alabama) Alabama Association of Secondary School Principals
(Alabama) Alabama Middle School Association

(Alabama) Alabama Association of Middle School Principals

(Alaska) Alaska Association of Secondary School Principals

(Arizona) Arizona Middle Level Association 

(Arkansas) Arkansas Association for Middle Level Education 

(California) California Department of Education

(California) California League of Middle Schools 

(Colorado) Colorado Association of Middle Level Education 

(Connecticut) Connecticut Association of Schools – Center for Early Adolescent Educators

(Delaware) Delaware Association of School Administrators

(District of Columbia) District of Columbia Association of Secondary School Principals

(Florida) Florida League of Middle Schools 

(Georgia) Georgia Middle School Association

(Hawaii)  Hawaii Association of Middle Schools

(Idaho)
Idaho Middle Level Association

(Illinois) Association of Illinois Middle-Level Schools 

(Illinois) Illinois Principals Association

(Indiana) Indiana Middle Level Education Association 

(Iowa)
Iowa Association for Middle Level Education 

(Iowa)
School Administrators of Iowa

(Kansas) Kansas Association for Middle Level Education

(Kentucky) Kentucky Middle School Association 

(Louisiana) Louisiana Middle School Association

(Maine) Maine Association for Middle Level Education 

(Maryland) Maryland Association of Secondary School Principals

(Maryland) Maryland Middle School Association 

(Massachusetts) Massachusetts Secondary Schools Administrators’ Association

(Massachusetts) Commonwealth of Massachusetts Middle Level Educators

(Michigan) Michigan Association of Middle School Educators 

(Michigan) Michigan Schools in the Middle/Highly Successful High Schools

(Michigan) Michigan Association of Secondary School Principals

(Minnesota) Minnesota Association of Secondary School Principals

(Minnesota) Minnesota Middle School Association 

(Minnesota) Minnesota Association of Secondary School Principals

(Mississippi) Mississippi Association for Middle Level Education 

(Missouri) Missouri Middle School Association

(Montana) Montana Association of Secondary School Principals

(Nebraska) Nebraska Association for Middle Level Education 

(Nevada) Nevada Association of School Administrators
(New England) New England League of Middle Schools 

(New Hampshire) New Hampshire Association for Middle Level Education

(New Hampshire) New Hampshire Association of School Principals

(New Jersey) New Jersey Consortium for Middle Schools

(New Jersey) New Jersey Middle School Association 

(New Jersey) New Jersey Principals and Supervisors Association

(New Mexico) New Mexico Association of Secondary School Principals

(New York) New York State Middle Level Association 

(North Carolina) North Carolina Middle School Association 

(North Dakota) Association of Middle Level Educators of North Dakota 

(Ohio) Ohio Middle School Association 

(Ohio) Ohio Association of Secondary School Administrators

(Oklahoma) Oklahoma Association of Secondary School Principals

(Oregon) Oregon Middle Level Association

(Pennsylvania) Pennsylvania Association of Elementary and Secondary School Principals

(Pennsylvania) Pennsylvania Middle School Association 

(Rhode Island) Rhode Island Middle Level Educators 

(South Carolina) South Carolina Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development

(South Carolina) South Carolina Middle School Association 

(South Dakota) South Dakota Association for Middle Level Education 

(Tennessee) Tennessee Association of Middle Schools

(Texas) Texas Middle School Association 

(Utah) Utah Middle Level Association

(Utah) Utah Association of Secondary School Principals

(Vermont) Vermont Association for Middle Level Education 

(Vermont) Vermont Principals’ Association

(Virginia) Virginia Middle School Association 

(Washington) Washington Association for Middle Level Education

(West Virginia) West Virginia Association for Middle Level Education

(West Virginia) West Virginia Association of Secondary School Principals

(Wisconsin) Wisconsin Association for Middle Level Education

(Wisconsin) Association of Wisconsin School Administrators
(Wyoming) Wyoming Association of Secondary School Principals
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